























































FatimaAhmed
Inserted Text
No permission to use link



























“ 2020 IDF Dairy Sustainability Outlook « Issue N° 3

Sweden: Focus on nutrient loss on dairy
farms - Greppa Naringen

FOCUS ON NUTRIENTS (GREPPA NARINGEN) IS THE LARGEST SINGLE UNDERTAKING IN SWEDEN

TO REDUCE LOSSES OF NUTRIENTS TO AIR AND WATER FROM LIVESTOCK AND CROP PRODUCTION

BASED ON KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER AND VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION BY THE FARMER.
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In 2001, The Swedish Board of Agriculture,
The County Administration Boards, The
Federation of Swedish Farmers and a
number of companies in the farming sector
started the project aimed at reducing
nutrient loss on farms. The stakeholders,
the Swedish farmers, saw a trend of nutrient
management regulation in neighbouring
countries and they were keen to avoid
the administrative burden and threat of
penalties and wanted to avoid mandatory
reporting. They therefore adopted a
voluntary knowledge transfer approach.

There were several reasons for increased
pressure on the agricultural sector.
The eutrophication of the Baltic sea
was generally derived to nutrient loss
from agriculture at the time. There was
also increased focus on environmental
measures in EU’'s Common agricultural
policy and new national environmental
targets had recently been taken.

THE PROMISE

Economically, environmentally, and
socially sustainable food production in
Sweden and its surrounding waters.

The purpose is:

» reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+ reduce losses of nitrate from farmland

» reduce ammonia emissions from ma-
nure

+ reduce losses of phosphorus from farm-
land

» avoid losses of pesticides into surface
and groundwater

+ increase energy efficiency on farms

MOVING THE WHEEL
The project is a joint venture between the
Swedish Board of Agriculture, County

ALIGNMENT WITH SDGS
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“Nine out of ten farmers have
implemented small and large
environmental measures

at their farms following

a visit from an adviser.

Most of them believe that
these measures have also
benefited farm profitability.
Good for the environment
and good for business!”

Victoria Thuillier

Administrative Boards and the Federation
of Swedish farmers. Other key players
are advisory firms in Sweden. The broad
collaboration has offered a solid base and
acceptance for the project by decision
makers and farmers.

To make the project lasting and successful

all four areas below had to be put in place:

» Design and implementation of a knowl-
edge transfer program.

 Public relations strategy and marketing
of the project to attract farmers and ad-
visors to the initiative.

+ Training of advisors.

» Secure long-term investment to further
develop the program and increase the
number of participants.

While nutrient management was the core
of the project from day one, today almost
20 years later the project has evolved to
a broader environmental and climatic
sustainability focus.

HISTORY OF SUCCESS

Focus on Nutrients has been successful in
achieving its initial goals and is still going
almost 20 years later. More than 35 000

News from IDF Member Countries

farm visits have been carried out since
the beginning of the project. The on-farm
visits are performed by more than 200
advisors that are employed by 45 different
advisory firms across Sweden.

The farm visits that focused on dairy feeding
ranked among the best in achieving actual
change on farm in the member survey from
2017-2019. Most farmers were generally
positive to the meeting with the advisor.
In the same survey, 87% of the farmers
answered they received concrete and
relevant tips on changes they can make
in their enterprise. In 2017-2019, 32% of
the participants in the project Focus on
Nutrients were dairy producers.

A VALUABLE INITIATIVE

Focus on Nutrients is based on positive
drivers such as voluntary cooperation,
knowledge, and resource management.
This provides gains to the environment,
entrepreneurs, and society. In our view,
this is environmental work at its very best!
It has been beneficial to farmers, advisors,
and consumers.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Broadening the concept beyond
sustainable nutrient use on farms has
already been done to include more
sustainability aspects such as climate,
biodiversity, energy use, to name a few.
There is also a potential to broaden the
target group to smallholders, hobby
farms and livestock generally not kept
for agricultural purposes such as horses.
Sweden has more horses than dairy cows
for example. While resource efficiency and
drivers of sustainable production generally
is well known within the dairy sector in
Sweden, this may not be the case within
the equine sector.

Other potentials are improved data
collection and data analysis depending
less on farmer and adviser effort,
which supports good and constructive
discussions and strategies.

MORE INFORMATION

» Focus on nutrients website - mainly in
Swedish

» Focus on nutrients 10 year report from
2010

+ Focus on nutrients - summary leaflet
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Developing new 2050 environmental goals
to help meet the SDGs demonstrates U.S.
dairy’s long-standing values of responsible
production, nourishing communities, and
continuous improvement. The people
that depend on nutritious dairy foods to
support their health and well-being share
these values.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

U.S. Dairy will work collaboratively to
accelerate progress toward the new
environmental goals and increase access
to affordable technologies and practices.
Foundational work on environmental and
economic research will inform decisions,
update models and advance outcomes
for dairy farmers. Expedited economic
and environmental projects will create
new revenue streams as a catalyst for
solutions. And collaborative action will
stimulate greater access to technical,
financial, and educational support and
motivate adoption of environmental
practices across all dairy farms. To
ensure continued momentum, progress
toward these targets will be measured
and reported in aggregate every 5 years,
starting in 2025, through 2050 using
meaningful markers of progress such as
those found in the U.S. Dairy Stewardship
Commitment.

America’s dairy
farmers are
committed to
feeding people

while taking
care of the
planet.

Judith L Capper, Roger A Cady,

The effects of improved performance
in the U.S. dairy cattle industry on
environmental impacts between
2007 and 2017,

A word from the President

DID YOU KNOW,

PRODUCING A GALLON OF MILK
IS GETTING GREENER?













